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WARNING
This ‘material contains information affecting
the National Defense of the United States
within the meaning of the espionage laws,
Title 18, USC, Secs. 793 and 794, the trans-
mission or revelation of which in any manner
to an unauthorized person is prohibited by law.
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P AND LLBfR

AT T TR A W

Lend wiren placsd during wWorid Wer X1 ers a threat to field
oprrations in many avsas ol noxtivresteorn Bgyot and northern Libtya.

worth of 285 and west of Alexandrla, antipo argoanel and antitank rdnoe
are sncountored in well ciccubed natterns ag well as in haphazard poslhions
prigioally prepared fov thaiy bharassing valus, In additiein baei:;r twonr
avs froquently essotichbed with eoth burisd vines and these found on the
sueface of Mhe ground. Thse Ioscatlons of many minefiolds eve knows, v
velatively fow of them have buen adequess sly merked. Recent casualty
reonris indicais eleacly that the location of wmany mives is not Know
today. ihe concorn O¥sY Lie winc problenm on the part of il companiag
that hold concessions in the Westera Demert of Egyob snd in northern
Lioys is evident dn the lavge sums CURL ably being budgeted for mine
swseping operations. As a vaogult of these progigns, Fany »Teas widl

hat &b oreusnt the land mins must bo congideved

svaentually be ipvesil
a nagard dhvoughoub thls trond orpansa of demeli Lorraine

11, Dangers Peggentod by Land Hines

&, Neturs of World War II &

PRERUARIST eS

The corren® wmb'?s,n af ond miues obens m their wide 1ge 28
a defonsive measure Juring the compalgs of Yoxld War II. The Eritish,
ths Gezmens, and the Thalisns 811 lald and ¥ aleid lavge nombers of
mines as thio cowrss of bablle varn back and fawth sevoss wechern Egypl and

aetinete virced the maier of wacovered mines in

5 Ywrgzen Yo AT
Libva. Jn 4904

RSt L) &
Royps elome ab 30,000,000, Geopsval Remwel cstimated that the Germen line at%
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n cordsined 00,000 mines and that in ore ssotor here wers 08

peny a8 150,000, Thosa figures o not include the defensive sysiem of evon

groater depth liaid vuy by the & at Bl Alamain. Intricate {i ‘.i. i)
gimilay o tho Bl Alspsin cefensen, though on o smeller seales were lald at
numerons podinte across tho cosatal avens of Tgypt and Libya.

-

Hinsfialds, however, ars nol limited to Lg‘miﬁ‘t’ll areas, In some
ingtancen--as a2t 81 Alamein and at EL Agells, souih of the Day of Sitiraes

wing fieldn forn a dense baryier extonding inlend for 20 %o 30 miles.

93]
i

Smeller, bub no lsss lethal, concentratlons ore encouniored in sstilse
menbe, around former landing prounds, ot water polnts, snd on roads in
widely scastered »lacss throughont the asvrea norih of 28CH,,

The placesent of winsse wee influsnced greatly by terzzin and going

2

ce:snditicm s Ary situstion that pexmlts easy movensnd of tanke and trucks
may be mined if send or soil ig present to a depth suificient to concesl
a wine. Mach of the tavrrsin of novitern Libva and the Wesbteyrn Dssers of
Eegypt mants thene condiiions, and i€ was in thess arens that the mine wis
erployad a8 a wojor dalernss agalinst rapidiy execuied tark movement. In
i fficuls Jm:zme, wast hede and anddles are the nost dangoiou® arsds.
Whan %epk unlte pailed inte blvouse avess or assumcd defenslive positioensz,
thoy ofvun baptily ploced s porimcier of wines and mined ary dsfiladasd

appresches Lo theis position. The results of guch operations are widely

geattered, The Geimsne zove consistent in ndning the west Lenis of wmadis

av

o dery Iniiedoen fank positions Lo the Bridish. TPositions that provide a

Approved For Release 2 4/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A001600010003-1



Approved For Release 2000/04/17 CIA RDP79-01009A001600010003-1
Do L G Pn [
HOF "&

commending view el covid have Twgen used &5 shesrvations posis weve often
rined and bocby Lrepped as wore alse whe sppreachesd Yo such zlles.
1 P N W

Unfortunstely, woat of the siton theb were valusd ia texwmn of World Var I

valve Lo field opevations tolsy, and thons aress are

£

campeizns ave o
vartdoniarly hassedous.

Minsfields Incorporatad iunto oo jur celpnsive poslitlens were cavefuily
pﬁo»‘te@i znd :1& some instances buve becone Inown htsaugh mmminmii on of wilh
records oud aceomuts of majoer engagemeshn.  An undstermined number ol thess
detailed records wers degsbroyed in balttle or vers sabsequontly lost in the
eonfugad zass of ceplared docurnuis. It L¢ likely, howsver, timu in many
ingtancos no reourcs were mude. Mivew wers ollen pui out oo stop-gep
measures, &8 for local sseusdiy dusing an ovesnight ebop, and Lfovgotisn
whan the urdt moved cub. During the finel Serman ecotreat. nines were

rlaced at rendem in any pealilon theb might be of wse to the Briiishg

53

many weiw booty brepped. The problem of avolding mined sroes is further

complicatad broomge unit copmaniers olten caployed wnorthofox patisrps 4o
confusza the answy.
¥Mings in northern Afrleca vary greatly in type end ocurvent conditlon.

As many as L7 Uypes of antitenk end snilipsysconel mines with a variety of

fuge Lypos wore plecsd in thia crea in Worldd tar 1T, Supply dweps changad

hands foivly Trequently, and wnits in the fleld often used vhatever waspo
and smmeition weve avallable 4o them ot a periioulor tlre. OGonseguandiy,

individwal mines of Bribish, Frazch, Gerpan, sed Italien mesmfacturs werv
placed 1y bolh sidewm.
= 3 a

NOFCRN
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. Ed] Y - s 111 34 P
Vort Gormes mAincs wers of obuher the Uoller anbtlisnk or the "bounsiag

T Ry

[ HE RIS S3it
&

syued.  The labler spuings up walet igh, dulensd

-

sonnal mine wes genersily

gyl theows steed over o wide avow. The

waslone It e Roown that the

o

A ) ) -
Cermons syl Tholiore wried Rrdtish serisl hadbs snd artiliery P‘ml}m

oy e " .
Seoe ware Dused o daton wlth the releate of presmure, U"&bﬂ;‘."é‘r %o erpinda

with aonlication of pecssuce. 0b times, they were leld diractly beneadl. sons

ventlonad zaa:.it;s:&, Bochy teaps wore alse pleced on mines suacked above the

2. 3,

ground or on izolated mines plecsd on the wirface of the sround., Valls,

A oG ..

7 A m . and barted wire fencns were nlse comxnly fittod with booby wwa@

of infinite verlety. I is Melisved that il the wines enployed in this

W © 3

arga canba reodily identified +ith tho proper squlgmat snd bled plast
types, which are wore 4ifflcull o detest elecsrordaaily , avs mob likely
te be ensountored.

Yepoddd YWar L1 nd

e have sged and emrreatly have s wide rangs of sensde
tivity, om soms instanoes the uitrogiyesria im the cherges has sollact

inte Sropiete that w11l delensie with o slight Jar; in obler lastanses the
chavge rensdns stable asd the Liring wechanlers have becche rasted and
‘elogged with slle z*v"’ gand to ouch en exbent thet "s; w wioe j2 resdered

= 2%

in the svessare rablngs of sonn of the CTlring dsviosy

inoperabtive,
have alne cesured. Sor euzmple, 1iellon mives tunb once regulred @ presuure
of 240 pounds for debomablon ars now Seoncked off with & presaare as low os

50 peunde. Somo bypes of wines have hedome eo sanglilve thet thay detonata

ol -
JOPORY
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2 e mn 3
devices and tThe ur wredictabls ¢

2 wing may be dongorsus.

An squally dengerons devies, the “agt toarfly bomb?, ic also fewnd ix
whe Ares. This artiporoomnel Losb hes o 1ight case contolinlng a charw e sl
sany amell pio c_a of steal. It is found sticking into the ground, perba 253
partiadly concealed Ty beneh, and goss off if dsturbed 1z any way.

. 15 end 8
Ga et An.Mined Srans

AR wit}

~ y 0 ) . o . . e : 3
in Zlvye novth of 28%: wnd east of approxizately 13°F and in Egypt

o~ 4\0
..e

nordd of I8 and werl of Aleowardrple %
PTEd of ZBTH end wert of Alexaniria, mines may pe encouniered st aimoogy

5 £ vt Th
2ay poirt. The wacerialsty of travel in thoss desevd wress 18 ineressed

@ e ~1

brcmise ninad sre 12 % T y! G
orciee winad areas con vz presisely delimdted. The sites mest likelr
is ey

T ¢ osmﬂi wines arg flai, soll-covared styebohes thet previds good vehio-
wlar mevenent, wadi Dode {pardicalariy in rougz Lerraln aud loug the oeast;,
Saas arovnd velle and oisterns, absndonsd bulldinge, and locsticne thab
provade 2 eomranding view of swpcunding terrain. E’h n roesn 'az.z;';ﬁ bracks
inuse dwring wer years were rdosd., Thy reed sueface.and showlders of

R P I 2. " %
20060 and 3amz inlard rosds heve been swapt, but

Ty T, e e 5 Vb Daat  Phr e 4 34 : ¥
Dovanent more than a fsv feet from tre voad invites trouble, Iowzal people

Jiteng WAL rYopm P wewssrs - oo 2 . - X
made new hrechs aftar the war and abandeons cacse knoun Lo have beon winad

e 18 L2ee dsuger of hidden mines whers v nel

the war years.
aresilon Les stelpped the surfaen of sand ard soil.
(a3t rouken Lo

0% ovidenoe

“85 -
NOPORN
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that ths rowde 1s agosesardily safe for a secuvnd vwshicle even if exect
eligrment 1o malnbulned; the lighter of ths Ywo vehicles may pass over a

; woereas theo heavier may debtonate it., A4 camel track with =

nina sa;s‘.‘éi.’!‘y,
fow prints mey be z;ﬁalemiing; & capel mey Save missed 2 sine by inchss.

If vracke have besn oblitersted by dust storms or the wesh from the infra-
guent ralnfell, it ls adviesble to wait uniil the track bas been ebrokss
by persone femllisr with the ares~-a woll establishsd track way pase a fow
foot from a wdnefiaid. Travel should not e attempted at night unlesz the

sweeping =f the rouds has been confimmed by relieble sourses, If the track

la jost, iravel should not be veswmed wntil daylight. Wones buried under

drifts of serd mey he missed duwring swveeplag operatlons, and &t a later

date may be uncovoved to an exitent thet makss tham dangercus ones again.

In soms instences, wind erosion will expess Lndividunl mines and lpdicats
the patiera ¢f a ming field. 011 compeny perscunel have found that g Whan
vislbility J¢ good, winelfislda nay bs d@tseyb@é freom the alr ab low altiiaeds
bty noting regular pelierns in eoil-coler differences.

A few simple prsceutions con make movement relatively eefe if the
precence of ginos Is suepooted. Al the flest iadication that mines ure
precent, all movement should stop and no member of the party should move
uwntll the path hes besn probed. The site of a forced landing should be
probed before unrostricted movement around the sircraft is attempted.

Probing o pail through a wine fleld is exheusting work and cannoch b
tarried, bob is worth the effort if tlme purmite. One pluce of squipnend
is required; & slim mwotsl rod 18 %o 24 iﬁc&as in langth with one pointed
tip--a lovg scvew dviver could he used. 4 ball of siring is usefdd for
merking the route cleared. %The probe, held at sa angle of 30%0 45%7ron

= & =

NOFCRN
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cinte the rowsd ss favr an possible. At

Eik;g'ég- to sot off a ming it contacho,

# Ghs vof 13 sosenilel; n stebbing movemsnl may be

Wi D condiucied In s pelbiern, with intervals of shout

e Lo be irevelod. Iff a zolid object is ancmmt@mdg

proving et this fnterval will peovide an eziimste of ite size and give sow

iadiontlion of the aabure of ite surface. If apy c'*mtb"i: exists as to the

nature of the ohijsol, debour avcund 15, No adbtempt ghould bs :ﬁa&z’ié bo memove
. 1 :

@ omfae,  As o sale area Lo delined by probing, 11 may be savked by striag

ur vows o7 sbowes--gtoenss ere supsrdor to siviuwg for recognition afber dark,

Gudor fovorailile oundtions, problaug mey be Jone at night, Shough render move-

Cmord An opfemilier toreidery is not safec

siss, 0f Sl Svyntden CGovguongut ' |
The Egyollon govezument hss pade léi;‘hfi@ alfort to adlsar minew
aad other suplosive mebsmiaic fror Ube Eﬁ;:ﬁ%ﬂsi‘ﬁ Domert. In Merch 1955 the
Zgyptler pross emounced that ths Dimuctor lenaral of the Fromtier Forcas
had bheen w%hx:mm “e alga sn sgrsement with zn Italiesn $im to clear all
land mines from the “estern Deserd, b that tims the president of en
fmericarn oll corpavy indlcabted that, io hils knouledsge, the Tiallon fime

woalld be engasad prinecily in ecilaching mines sleaved by the oil compeny

sl other types of scrap meeel Frmd $o the avea. Although the Ttelian :

Pirm stated that 1t was propaved %o begin opsrabione at the time of the

HOFORN
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prese rolease, o later Lnlormeinon ob the opuwentilon 18 neailabis, I
£11 probabiiily thds opesrailon cpawited in 1i8tis, L any., idne clearsnaz.
Ty additicn to coumntless tviied wines, s conaldarabls quontity of mirss

siacked on the sufese of Lhe grouad, scrap petal from vehicles end Sephe,
el stacks of smradilon ave foued in the atitle ersa asoull of El. Abmzww
Loewd Eﬁfﬂczzﬁ"xs, have shripped senirsssics rings irom projectiles and have
ccilectad sther piscse of brass vhleh ore of welae ,?n the locnd market.
fweept fov this precardouns mﬂtﬁﬁiﬂ:‘ii}yﬁ_ shardoned war material in the Hastern
resert was lerzaly vndistnsbed untll prepwreticons a7 oll explorvsitlion Logan
in late 1954

2, Cid Coppers Sparmiiens

5, Ixtont of the frocrep

.

" “ ~ P . ” e S ey 2 gy t,;g.
An opsruliiyg crapeny Lo Amsrieas conemsslonairge bas undertsk

en exboncive wine swsering progren in conmoctlicn with petrolerm sxplorstion
in ihe Hesbern Desert. Uobil the ontoresk of hostilitise in Egypot in
Coboner 1956, the compnny wag sotivaly engrged In clesring tracks, slretrine,
campelitos, drill altes, ond swivey lenes ab widely sontbtered losations
threughout: the ares. The scconpenying map indicates the ccmpaay 'z mine
rwygy o astivivy through Septesbor 1356,

Tha poliey of the cempmay hes besn Lo slesy srbansive ersas oaly 17
'th«ey ave 5o be used as cammsiten, drill sitas, or alrsirips. The majorily
of ths swoeping activity has bon davoted %o clesrlag survey 1enas or

3 R s ;X)L N 23 SIS e 1) : TaTr)
sdagert boaoks bo a vidik of 15 or 2 featb, Compranonsive srea clearance

w8 o

HOFORN
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~ hos teen underteken or planned ~nly for aress that have & high ;;otanﬁia{i
for getrolewn productlion. There are kaown mined arsas that the compery
L0983 not dntend Yo clesr since cxploration resuwlis indicate a luw production
potential. No definite scheduls forr swoeping activity hes bsen set up
bacause clearanca has been closaly assoolataed with productior programminvg.
. MatheGs Fmploved
Two procedures have been used in the search for minss that cone
stitute a denger to oll-cumpany peraonnel. The most comprehensive method
tag béezx 4o seareh and gloar the entire surface of tracks, eirstrips,
| campeites, and drdll aites. In addition, combinuous lanss were clssrad in
reclangulnar pablerns for use of survey partlez. The lanes end tracks se
cleersd are indicated or the sccompanying map by heavy contlnous limss.
- The sivatrips; campeites, and drill sites cn the map have besn ssarched and
cleared .

The szscond method hes bLeen employed to pfovide spot clearancs for
gravity survey pavtlss. The area te bs surveyed wes laid off in a vectang-
vlar grid and then surveyed by s team transported by helicopter. Al pre-
selected polnts the helicoplar hovered near the growd as a spot chaeck was
made with mine detection equlipment., If the survey station was considered
clasr, or hed bean clsersd, gravity meter reedings were tsken. ILanesz on
"which check of this type was omployed are imdicated on the ma:r} b7 & heavy
troken lina.

Only the searched and clearsd areas a.‘ioné ths survey lanss and tracks and
at camp :ritasg' airstrips, and 4drill sites vare regoided and plotted. -

Some smell eress hstween survey lanes have heen chacked or clesrsd, but

—9 -
NOFORKE
S B Re BT
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tade activity hes followsd ro delinite petiarn anﬁ ne record of the
saattered areas fnvolved hes besn maintalned.
then minos have teen locsted, they may be detoneted in placs or

romoved and stacked for detenmation. The company prefers %o stack and
dotonnte mines soma distanse from the srea to be used becauss the pleces
of stael left after dotonaticn msy be ploked up by detectors at & later
dais. _

oo Merking of Cleared Aress |

Moet; of the nrecs smearched and elearad by the oil compsmy have
been clearly narked on the greund. Desert tracks apd lanos that have
bsen cleared and sre safe for survey perties are outlined by piles of
stones or Givt. Cleersd arsas in the vielinlty of camps; drill sites, or
alrstrips are idenmfi&é vy flasgs, rows or stones, or piles of stones and
girt. It is believed that suvey lanes traversed by helicopter and given
only s spot clearasce sro not merksd on the grownd. No geound identifls
cation was made f‘dr eortain other small, widely scattered areas that were

searched or cleared c¢n a spot basla,

Reletively iittle informstion is available on exash locations of
British and Cermon minefields in Egypt, but millions qf' m@ms wara plassd
during the battle for Zgypt. The shifiing natuve of t}}’za ongagmente in thls
avea raduces the value of the fev minsfield plots availeble at this time.
The infomtieng largely from Gorman sources ‘;La ccnsidersed accurste as
of & specific date during World ¥ar II. bub i% is probable thet the fislds
were partially cleared, relsid, and extended by the British argd./or Germens
a mmbar of times aftar the original information was recorded. The oaly
» 10 =
Approved For Release ZOOM%IA-RDP7Q-O1009A001600010003-1
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conclusion it i3 safe o draw from vhogse dete iz thet ths aress weis once

mined and shonld he considersd dangerous vntll proven clears

. All available intelligence indicates that more minea wore Jaid
during the extendsd pqriod of fighting nasr El Alsmein than in any.other
gector of the batile for Afrioz. Tha Germans estimate that their defensive
1ine contained soms 500,000 minaﬂi and 1t is believed thot British mining
was more sxtensive, Beceuso of the intricate patterns of minefield defensns
south of Il Alemein, no attempt has been mede to approximate the posivion
of individusl mineficlds in thw sactor on thé accompanying map. Bvidence
of defensive pusitions, such &3 the berbed-wire obstaclez that are ciosely
associated with minefileds, is clearly visible todmy south of El Alamein,
In the vicinity of El Alsweln the enbire aree from the coast south to the
Qattara Depression should be considered dangerous. Hovement off the lsuss
cleared by the oll company or off well-travaled tracks should be avolded
if at all poasib;leo '

Extensive Germsn minefislds were placed west of Mersa Matzuh
batwaen the coagt and tho escarpment thaet l:iess some 20 miles inland. The |
information on this svea is so of June 1942, during the final German approsch
to Bl Alemeln, |

3. Ihe Scilum Ares

Gernman mineficlds were laid from a polnt on the coast a few miles
south of Sollum scuthverd ani westwerd for a distence of about 25 miles.
Thess Tielde sross both the Libyan bordar a;wi the barbed-wire fencs erecied
by the Italians near the border. This "wire" extende all the way from the

-1l - '
NOFORN
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coast to the Jesis of Giarsbub more than 50 wiles irland. GCorman POCOYIE
algo indicato the pozition of known and suspested British minafields zouth
and east of Herae Matreh,
Iha Siua Jces
A few miles north of Siva, Amsrican p@.momel discoveved a pri~
vicusly unreported minefleld that streddles the track due north frem the

oasls, Ths extent cf tbe field 12 not knouns

Litysa Police end the British Arzy in Libyas have been concernad
over the mine problem for some time, but they have not boen sble to carry
. out compreherasive mine cleering programs. Royal E:xgi.mar Headgnerters in
Tripoli have attempted to paintalin records of known aﬁ.nafialdg, ant ths
'Tri.poli‘bma:a-. Pclies Fores bas produced a hamdbock daalim with nlned areas
of Tripoliterie that incorporates Royel Bnglnoer :!,nforme.ticm 25 well as

reports from the local population, many of wham have been killed by mines
end boolw treps.

In Tripolitania, two abtempts to clesr mines are knoun to have bean
andertaken. In 1949 the Royal Englusers boagan to claar winas, mt tha wOrE
was stopped almost Imediately, bascause "of the death of %wo Britieh
soldiers. Ip 1942 thas Tripolitenian Police Force initisted & progrem that
was to be supervised by a former British Army mine expart. It waas sniil-.
eipated #het Royel Bagluveer mlnme-detaction squipment wcm‘_tl be mvailsble
and that the apamti::: would bs jeined by a pv*ivm.te 'ﬂm “het would, in
return for services rendsred; be parmit.tad to take possession of all ‘minss

- 12 -
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HOFORN

recoverad, No informetlon is evailable on the outcome of this projects
1f the progrum was actually placed in operstion, it 1s judged that |
sweeplng ectivity was confined to ﬁzora heavily ‘pcgmlated and traveled

: cmastal_' aresn. ]

No informationt is %a.milable on Britisa box' Libyem ptmgrmim in Cﬁemicg,
bat the Royel Engincors have reported that all towns, popilated amas, end
mein roads huve besn cleoved. Again; it is asswred thet thls report cor-
cerns areéa immediately adjacent to the coasi end that little attention
was glven %o the problem in inland aress, 'The first canprehensive effort
to search and remove mines in the interior of Libys was initliated uader
the direction of major oil companles in 1956-¢

Seversl oll companies vere sctively engaged in miné s_w,aéping
operations or videly scattered concossion aress in the swmer of 1956
[ses accumparying maps of Libwajn Peiroloum companies with conce?asions
- in 1Sbya bave formed an Inter-Compeny Safety Committse to serve as a

clearing house for information on mined areas and clearing activity, but

mine sweeplug opamtf.ons have been coziénc'bed by individual concession holders.
The first phese of clearing programs, still mdama;} in am’ ereas in

Ostobor 1956, consisted of swesping access tracks to concssslon area.

. This was follcwﬂ by awesping lanes across the concasslon in rectanguler
patterns for the use of survéy c':mﬁaa. Pending svaluation of survey

findings, it i planned te conduct comprehensive clesrance of potentislly
productive qemeséim arses. Clesring parties have been actlve on

¢

- 13 -
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12 ccncesaions, bt only fragusnuary ioforpation 13 avaellsble oz the pre-

cige loosbion of minz-clesred arwas withia the concasslonz,.

Wine clesring toams varying in size from 3 to 12 men have been

operatﬁg over predetermined rovtes in and neer concesslon sreas. Tracks
or survey lenss have besn cleared Lo a width of ahmxis 15 feot, On this
b.wsie, a ,,9-mm toom usd sble Lo clear an overags of oz:.,y about 3.6 miles
of track por day. }i_mfs%a b@en @ithw exploded in pl co or removed and
stacked for detomating, or the charges have been Imrmd e.f‘tar removal of
the de'hcszza‘te%o Msthods of uisp@sal of 1&* vidu@., aines have been mndi%ianeﬁ
by the type of mine enccunborad opd the skill and experionce of th{a personnslo

Tn most instences clearancs of contimmous tracks and 1anea hag bteen
underteksn, bub arses betveen the lanes and tracks have not been searchad.
Ia the concession that borders Egypt in extreme northesstern Iibys, &
helicop‘ber wnz baen used in clearence work for survey tea:a. It is 1:@:@1;
taat only melscted stations cn the survey route heve been searched and

cleared in this ares, and thol no atbeapt was made to Swesp a counblmuous

lane i:hrou:.ghgninaﬂ RAVGES -~

The lanes and tracks cleared by cil-compeny ground parties bave
been clearly identifisd with either flags or rows of stones. It is
probebls that plles of siones or atyt havs also baeen used bto mark ths
Umits of cleared sreas in some inetences, WMo Momﬁtiéﬁ is availsbla on
the idertification «f stations along tho Egvptian bordsr that have been
chacked and clesred in conjunctlon with the use of hellcopters.

- u -
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HOFORY :

¥any of thoe mineflelds in Iibya have heen idontifled through

arny vecords and sccounte of postwer civilian cesualtles. In many
instances, o reccyd wae melc Ly unltz placing mines, and the exisbenee
of mined avess was Tue;i suly by casually weporte, Diacoveries of
wines hayo been mado along wolletravelad routes thet wore previcusly cone
sidered omtively safe, Hisss x@e&@“ for harassing purposes by withdraw-
ing wnite mey be found Lo tho wo3% unlikely places b—«r abaawgm% mﬁiviqmm.s
in the. fi@lch Tho cnly hoown zdnes south of 26°%H avs rep::rmé ‘&h*:,s
vicimﬂ.*y of Bir Graf {,w 28015 éﬁ?“""’ 8 Gl {g; LY AR TA 3&7333
and Uan Bl Eeblyr (25°2071-16742 922}@ 14748 nob safe to discoumt the threat
of mines axpbiere in norbhers L:ifnga.o o

On tha fnllcﬁwj,ng; pages, ecme of the mined orses of 13 bye, »‘:s-hf‘i‘} "Liﬂ'ﬁwﬁ
alphabsil aan,;,n oxvd duaer aribed. Most of the texiusl 5. smu,xt-icm ?
Tripolitenia; ;m;.r,a tunnbely, very 1ittle iﬁa avadlatls fw 'Gyr@m" eso
Mined evess--both iz T ipolitanla and Gyrsmz.uamtmx« are not asovered ir
the listing sre indleated on the &m@&w&w HADE &b l:!. ,000,000. Avess
discussad in the li.é*a‘.;?.ng are u%.au.d‘i@d on w}ms@ mp;a, end insets ab
18500,000 are provided for 14 sreas in Tripoliteniz. f‘zrm I'C.L&?"‘ﬂ”ﬂ“
sach as (R)R5132, thad eppenr in the 3:&&3&-5.%@ sre based on the IL&.BY”, 7O
(RID (BROWN) for Iihwa ncrth of appro dmately ; 270N bobueen RGE and
appr%m‘?}gly 23@1’:26 The LIFTA ZOHE GRID {EROWN) apprars a1 the 14 ins ety

es well a2 on topographle meps of IAbye at 1:500,000 and lavger.

- 15 =
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AREA: bBaene
IOCATION:  320%1KeD005h R

AVATLABILE INFORMATICNS
The aivstrip imssdiately norsh of the asettlement of Barce, boundes
ont the west and northwest by the Bves-Waci CufeDeima road, was roporisd

plovghed and mined in 1943,

w 15 e
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o3
a3

LIERD 4 Thaaad IV § e > "
Akl LY, [ty %, 2 Innat <l

AVATLARBIE INFORAATION:

An arceghaped minsfield circles avound the town =L Bemi Ulld teo
the east, south, and wegt. The specific depth of the £icld iz not knoum.
Major roade and tracks paasing through 't-he. field are bolievsd to bs cloary
it not the shoulders.

The Beni ULid sirsixip at (R)R2236, about 1.6 km. scuil: ¢f Dond Tiid
and Just sast of the Bewni ULid-Schemech road, was plowgned end minad
sarly 1943, Ths aiveisip and perdwotar ave hesvily infested with aptitenk
and anbipersonnal niusse .!.53 dengesr arep sxtends o and i,'u Judze the o
shoulder of the kal Wid-Irhemac Foads

The wpad eash from Benl WANd o B Dufan wos wined on bobh sides
betwesn Km 11 ab {R}REL;E? and ¥m 29 at {R}Rﬁ;ls};ﬁt in sariy 19403, The vsad
surises 18 cleer, bot 21l shouldsrs must te vegerdad as dangepous. Tradhs
Joeining the voad between Km 11 and Kn 29 frox Bemd ULlid must he wwoslbed us
wnanfe.

Derelict buildipgs ir the vileinity of the ¥sad awes hea v”'i@f infested

with winss and boohy traps, m.v*'“i.srl*\xﬁg ip the aves nown as Wadl B

(R)R3739, about 18 km. sash of Poni, Ul4G o
In 1943 the :*:::v:". lzading sovtheast towsrds Saodada that twaasthen frapm

the foni UZideRl» Drufan roed approximately 21 kw. esst »f Bond TRid, (RIEL3WL,

-l =
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NOPORN
ARTAs Bens. U144 (conbimusal
LOGATION:  31%45 '-14700'E, (R)R23L0
AVATIABLE INFORMATION:  (contiieq)

wey mined oa both sidos for a distsnce of spproximately 2.5 kme seuthe
sast of the junetion b (RIRL341L.

NOFORYN
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Giml=CeR=BE=T
BOFORN

AREA: Bir Dmfen (see Toset 5}

LOCATFION: 12580 8-14035'%, {R)RT963

AVATIABLE I[FORMATION:

Six sivetrips i the vicinity of Bir Dufan were hoovily mined
ioh3. The m:i;enﬁ of the perincter minlag of thess stwips is nol
‘knmm; Tae },ocs.t:l'aﬂ of the Rir Dufen airstrvips i as Toldown: Ho X
at (R)RT763, Mo 2 ot (»IRTEST, Ho 3 ab (w)RTTS5, ¥o k at {(RIRTTES,
o 5 at (RIR7TE8, oud ¥o 6 b (RIRTSS6.

Gn.‘i;} the major troeks o Misurata, Zliten, ond Beni Ulld cau Do

considered pafe. Thne ghoulders chould be rvegevrded dangercus.

19 -
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AREA: Bir 1 Fhorghlc (sse Inset 2)

IOCATION: 219389515078, (R)S2723

AVATIABLE IReORdiiTioN:

The wesh pide of fhe road leedlag worth from Bir el Khorgnia is
mincd in the eres between approrimetely D im. north of Bir el Khorghis
at (R)82728 exd 15 ma. vordh ot (R)S2737. The exbent of the Fisld la
not nown. The paculders of the rosd are not confirmed ag clear.

sreme cavtion is advised ir the ares west of the roed.

Zoyamie airsbrip ayproximshely 2 k. north of Bix el Xhorghie ou
the west side of the vood, (R)B2526, was weported ploughed and mined ia
19%3. Unrelishle sources report thed 1t was swept in 1988, but recent
iaformation lpdicaten that the &rea is ta;?.;.ill miped. The sivstrip I1s
jdentiied by two comcrete pillars i,ﬁ meters hizh thet stend about
50 meters west of the rosd, exd by the nene "PARZIR" im 20-foot

concrete letters 7O mebers wesh of the rosd.

- 20 -
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BeBel-R-E-T
ROFORK

AREAs Buerat {sse Tnane 11)
LOCATION: 0B E-15%37E, (R)XEL96

AVAZIABLE TRiGROaATTON:

The towa is ‘z;zias.aﬁ to aa wodetermined cxbent in the rielnlty i
the whas? mal in cousidered uncale mmk. of the main rosd.

A peall m‘vmﬁ’wm, ot azcurately locoted, bag beep waprried
neer the track lesding fmm e pain roed went of tke town o the
abandoned adreirip tpproximmiciy 2.9 km. sorthvest of the towa &b
{R)x8159. Present  wformobdion indicates thay the field is loested
o the esst of the track. Pomding Durther evrvey, the oirstvip awd
ﬁzpprmeh veaks ave songidered unsalfe. A lavgs dump of 3‘.@5&3 Frokerarc
seacked in roushly recianguisr form, has hoon repm:’ﬁé& in the zeme
ared and may be boobreteappod.

A mejor wineiicld eroszes the medn reod from Buerat o Bugron
and Misurets arproxinmateély 29 Lu. wesd of Buemﬁ; (R)EOU5S. The figid
axtends pocthesst towarde the ¥edlterranssn for sboub 10 km. esd
pouthwest approrizately 30 In. and crogses the G?:L@@@.&hﬁ%ﬁuﬁgm

road ab (RIXWATT. Incse miune auy be seen near the Misursba-Bumwal
X '

\

2

voad., The shovldery of the rood sre ungafo.

w 2]
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BuE~C-R-E-T
FOFORN

ARER: Bu Hgem (see Imsed 10)
LOCATION: 30035 H-1508% '8, (RJXS00S

AVATIABLE IHPORMATICN:
Betveme ceublon is odvised within e eadive of 5 km. fran
3 - D ea e FFimars
Bu Wger Port, ag ores of indicoriminate opd womerked wminkug. Yao

> - s 1,:-2;‘?@ rs&
airetrip, eporomisately ¥ km. northwest of Bu Mgem Port zb (RIFLTOT,

snd the aren wosh ond southwesh of the Ford were raperbed hesvlly ol
in 1G%3; tula was confirmed in 19%8.

Minefislda mre locoted on both sides of the Du Hgem-Hon wyack
about 500 meters gouwdth of the Port. Tae fieié covers 8n aron of

Y

ry 2 poRpRpe".y sscrom gaLa o e Doy, 5{‘ 7’;—”:’7:‘.?"5} B
approrinately 500 by 200 poters andl is parily uaried itk barbod Wiy

-022a
Approved For Release 2000/04/1 ZS3E.RDP79-01009A001600010003-1



S

Approved For Release 2000/04/17 : CIA-RDP79-01009A001600010003-1

Bl -R-EeT

IOFORRE
AREA: Bl Gherist Be Shevgla (see Tnsat 2)
TOCATION: 30024 751393578, (W)A2692

AVATIABIE IWFORMATION:
The ares west of the town, including ihe edgee of Bl Gheriat

sirstrip, sprroximately (W )A?aga,' is veported minsd.

- 23 -
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M"T":"c“a SJ'"T
HOFORY
EREA: El ¥ochips
LOCATION: 30050 §-16925°E (R)YAOLT

AVATLARLE TEFORMATION:

An airstrip in the vieialty of Bl Machins that has not been
pecurately lccoted was reporied heavs 1y mized in 1gk3; the mining was
contirmed in 19h8. Cautlon ip edvised withia 5 km. of 30°h0" 16925 E,

(R)¥ho1LT-

-2 -
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foBeleR oRaP
HOPORY
ARTAS Gandbaidl
1OCATTION: 32°83 m-10052%, (RMOS10

AVATIABLYE IFFONATIONS
A smpll wined ores i loosbed on the north side of the Misveais~
Tripoli voead 23 k. west of Micurat’ end B Ima. eant of Gorlbeldl (RINGIOD.

The srea 1o epprocivately 200 peiers lopg by 130 noters deep. Telephone

poste and lizes ave diverted 4o the north of the aren. The mined ares,

contirmed in 1992, io feveed oval posied.

-2 - .
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' BeBull=R-E-T
HOFOER

ABBAT Cheddshis {sea imset 11)

IQCATTON:

AVATLABIE TUWPORMATION:

z:,‘.:

‘ﬁée rosd =pd track junediop ot oppromimately (R)M3THT, 2.8 hm. now
of Gheddahin, iz veporied mined o sn wnkvown depth. The shoulders ars
maefe. The zood hotvean {hoddehis apd the Junciion at {RIBITE,
agpproximately 10 km. north of Gheddahila, 15 mined; bub reporis on ¥
aren gre copflicting. ALl ayprosches to Gheddahia eve suepest -~ W
ropde sve safe, bubt the shouldors avy be miped.

Fxadl az'mﬁs of wuisnpee miving are ropovted throughoud the Geddslis
vicinlty ond south of The towa es fax as 30 Im.

Ac extensive ninefield evoeses the Gheddshin-Bu Hgew roud 6% (R0 TS,
aporoxizstely 18 Inm. south of fheddaniz. Caublom should be velged fop
a digtonce of mol lese thap 3 Mwm. south of this polint. Allied maps show
this field o3 e:&tm»i% mef': for ebout 12 Im. to approxiystely (RYX33TT

and east for showd 25 m. Go soproximately {(R)XTETh. Geiman wops
ﬁiamﬁe Wit this iaformaticn, but unbtil disproved the Allisd meps ave
considered ewrech. .

The (heidahis aivetrip, locnted 5 bn. nc-rt.hﬁ@sﬁ;? of the fown ab
(R)XGhOQ, w2s reported heavily mined ia 19h3; this ¥hs conflymed in
1043,

- 26 -
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S=B=CoR-E-T
BOFORH
ANEhs Hema {see Inmoet 13)
IRCATION: 3&03@”231-1%016*3‘3,, {R 19038

AVAILAEI;%‘ INGRIATION: All shoundonsd bulldings in the aves betuween
(R)H030 and the ecost sbould be regarded os suspect, inrcluding the
large Tort on the hillicp overlooking the Hows~Tripoli rozd. A
mineficld is thought to run Toon the north side of the fort towards,
and possibly as for 28, the coastlins.

A number of vary geveral reports have besp mpde copsorning 8 mined
ares 12 or 13 m. *nst of Hema in the vicinily of the road Junction ab
{R1M%337. This fiald 13 probebly sssocinted with the antitenk dite
that crosses the Roms-Tripell road sbout 1 lm esst of (RWHR33T7. Uatil
Purther elarified the Husa-Tripoll rosd in the vieinity of (B)¥:337
ond the Homs-Kuseabst rood from (RMB337 ¢ & polat 3 kn. to the
southvest should he compidessd mined. The voad surface iz clomved,

but off~road moveunnt is Gongercus.

. -27 -
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BoBrcR BT
HOFORHN
ARBA: Hen {zee Toeed 12)
IDCATION: fg%h’*'ﬂa';@-m*g, {(Wig38s5

AVALIABI® TORMATION:
An Ttalian m_lmfielel is reporied on both sides of the rued leaiing
o :
aorth from HonBu Ngem. The field begiap in the cuteskirte of Yon

£ -

ond axterds b km. gorthwaré. Hnbreme caution should be emeyeissd is

:,J

whe aves, and ﬂmv&z;xs—z;at at night is8 not recommended. The alned sweons
are inccazpletaly andl ineffectively marked. Some parts of the
Zield have boen covered by éf@ift‘ixlxg aanﬁ.

The Hon airsivip, immediately eust of the towm end gouth of ke
Rom-Zells trock, is thought wobt (o be mined, but considersbie rambers
of mines beve besn Tound arcund the airstrip perimeter, pariicwiarly
0 itm %ﬁh and souih. |

Iﬂm@a mubern of bombe, shells, mines, a2l other enplosive
natarisle have been reported ab weny polote in the Hev aroa. Thase

obJjects nay o bochy-trapped.

~ 28 -
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SoE-C-RaBeT
HOFORH
ARBA: Mizda {geo Insed 1)
IOCATION: 31°26°H-12959'R, (R}Q2310

AVAILABLE IZFORMATION:
Mizds airstrip, located immedistely south of Mizde Port gt

{R )@309, was mined by the Itellans in 19h3. IS ic thought thet the

‘staip, an ares of oboub 250 by 430 mevers le mined. Isolated minmes

have been found botween the strip sad the fort, lndscating that the

perimeter slso 1s mine. Fo clesrsuce hes been reporteﬁ, and & Gucher

of fatal eccidents hove cecurrad.

- % -
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SwB=ColiaZaT
HOFORN
ARTA: Fofiliz (sae Tasat L)

IOCATION: 30047 sM-17%507%, (R)Z8%525

AVATLAKIE  IRFORMATIN:

The ?erims’;a? greag of Nofilia sirstrip., 21 km. nerthesst of
Nofilie at (R)79828, were weported mined in A9L2.

Chindel ¥o. 1 eivstrip, 10 km. northwest of Hofilis at (R)28236,
and Chindel Mo, 2 sivelrip, 1bh km, nortiwest of Wofilis at (R)27638,
wave raporiad L‘iaaviw:ﬁineti in 39243, Tne‘area surrounding these wo
airetrips should be rogardsed sg dangerous from (R)28333 %o (R)27537

on the north zide of the Cos-Sitre voad,

- 30 s
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SeelrmRubeT

NOFCRN
AREA: - Pizids
TOGATION: 3900591112058, (Q)P9TIS

AVATIABLE IN¥ORMATTE

A minefield ias loceted om the Tripoli-Tunis highway betwesn 16 and
17 km, west of Pisida at spproximately {Q)XO20L. The Tisld extends
rortheast to tae coash and south for spprocizately 1 lom, Neari;ha conslby
lerge quantitiss of dorelict axmunibtion heve haan roported. Idvestouk

caaualhiw hava mzauwad in the fisld,

=3l
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NOFOEN
ARFAS ' Sedads (zes Inset 7)
LOCATION:  31°32'w-11°47¢E, (R)R9IA3

AVATIABLE THFORMATICH s

The Beni Ulld-Szdads romd was minod for a digtancs of 10 kw. esst
of the road junction at (R)RG931, 32 km. northwost of Sedadn, Both
gides of the wosd are believed o have boen mined, The eheulders are
dangerous. |

The track passing through Sodada w mined on both sides from the
reoad jJunctien at (RIRB822 aorth of the setiloment to a point approximnbely
3 im. south of Sedads at (R)RIIO.

th'he Sésclmm airstrip northwest of Ford Spdada at approvimsiely
{RIR9313 was hoavily mdred in 1943 and was vreporied ae atill mined in

1948,

=) 32 -
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HOFORN

ARBA: Sitve (2s9 Inset 3)
LCGATICH: 31‘333.’Eaﬁ,693§ g {R)Téf}'?”
AVAITARIE INFORMATICH:

L 1‘9
The toun of Sitra end the surrounding area ywithin a radius of

L kmo was mlnod in 193 to such on extent that 4% 12 not poeseible to

- T &
define mined and mive~{ree arsns. IMines ore 81i1l being reported within

the town area. The dange® zens includes an sirsivip ying immedistely
south of the wwun. The sirip and ite perimeter, which exbends cast to
the odge of the Buerei-Hofilie road, ars heavily mined. In 1953, a

vehicle wapn. destroysd aloog & glreteh of this periuebel.

- 33~
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naes iy or e ilsis h
HORORS

ARERs Tarkwis
TOCATION:  32°R7w-33°LaeE, (M)NE51T

AVAITABLYE TNPORMATION:

A minefiold hes beon roporded imsediately southesat of Tarhures along
both sides of Lhe old Fani Ulid wosd,; and the locetion is variously
given a2 snywhere favnm lese then X kme io move then 6 km. scutheast of
the town. Reports on thic £leld have boen both confivmed and discreditad.
Tt i3 believed thad o muwber of vockeis have Dson minsd and that the

entire aves should be Wreated so dangarouge

-3 e
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NOFORN

AR7AS Tevorga {(ses Inzed 8)
LOCATION: 32602 1H~15009°E, {(R)SII6T

AVATIABLE INFORMATION:

Tanorga aivsteip ot (R)S2160, immedlately ez2% of the Misurats=Busral
road and 9.5 ki sowtrest of Tauorgs, was reported os partly minad in
1943, The extont of the wining is not lmown. Piles of loose wines
wers reporied nsar the morihern bowndary. Roports indicete that the
mining exiends easbusyd and southusrd from the vieinity of the ruined
Carabinleri post on the muin road near (R)S2160. The southern ghouldar

of the track from (R)S2I60 should be regarded as ungafe.

-3
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b JWS"RR&"

HOMORY
AREA s Wadl Tanobd
I0CATECH: 310p5La6%80, (R)YRs7s

AVATIABIE INPGIUATICN:

Pamet Bact aivetvin, at 31T12'H-16TU1'E and (R)Y2875, =z veported
minsd in 19433 thls wee confirmed in 1948,

Wadd Tamed aiveldwip. abt AL1SMH-16%099E and (R)¥2276, was revorted

nined sleng the cagtora perimoter only.
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MOFCRY
ARVAs Zsila
LOCATIONS 289301817955 18, (W)PSB78

AVAITASLE THFORMATION:
A field of Ttalian box minecs evopees the Zalle~Tageifot road beotwsen
5 and 8 km, north of Zells. The flolé, approximately 60 by 15 meiews,
wes found %o be markod with barbed wire in July 195k,
Another £7.01d of Tielian Loz nincs erosses ths Zella~Togerbo road
betwoen b and & km. southesst of Zelle, The £isld, epproximadely 30 by

3 meters, was found to be marked with barbed wive in July 195k.

NOFCRH
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AREA: Tiitoneliamata ivas - (see Tncet 5)

LOCATION: 32915 sua31h3 90, (H)R9050

AVAIIABIE INPORMATION:

Extroms cautlion iz advisad southwest of Misuvais on the northwesi
pide of the Miswrata-Bir Dufan road, at (R)30290, betwesn ¥mo 32 and

T, 42, at (RIR9782, Many mineo were plsced to a distanca of 10 km.

northwest of the road aﬁd 6 Knm, souibsast of the road. The arss includes

thres abandonad sirptripy: Oerdabla Mein ab (R)R96EB, Gardabic West ai

(R)R9288, snd Omrdsbla South st (R)R861L., An wconfirmed report indicoies

that these alreterips may bs wholly or partly mined, Puged heavyecalibay
Gorman asrial bombe have baen remdved from $ime te tdme Loom perimeter
areas. ,

Hines a&e mugpaated aleng the Zlitezstié Dufan reed south of Ziiton
from lon. 18, at (RIMEO0L. %o lkm. M0, at (R)RBOB2. The awpsa oxtends %o
& distance of 6 Im. on hoth sidee of the road and includes 6 shandoned
aipstrips: Serben Hain st (R)RE291, Sortan North, st (R)ES098, Serien
Wast, ot (R)RY795, Hnnmseir, at (R)18287, and Chimen, at (R)R8185.
These airsivips mey be whelly or partly mined, UGerren perigd bombs hawe

been removed from tims to time from psrimeter avess.

Rz
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